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fe A5 thainnotmmbſt anaſing this — 2 fi . 
Tempen uu Gd Manners of this 
ſog, 10 wo honn uh Huld un We an . 
po nus, there hure not been wantinge uu I 
repteſontutions of it, An He all Mis -bad:leaſti1 
redſon'to es pe. Ibe Character ofBatierneſdgauet's | 
Petulancy has by ſome been fox d upon it, who 
(tis molt plain) did not underſtand either Him 
or It. That they may therefore be aſham'd of their 
Own Uncbaritablene]s and Ignorance, they Pave” 


it here in their Mother Tongue. 
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I need mot acquaint the World, that they « are not 
to expect that Delicate Language and Accuracy, 
in which the D EAN is moſt happy; or that any 
Rendring can be equal th His, who bas rait d the 
Honour of . fo high, as to make em 
more alu wo the Orig als themſel; _ 1 . 
tbie he True, mu 2 Abet there is 
; mich Beanty in p Origina „Hal it can 
not be All lo of even in 8465 Pooreſt Tranſlation, 
nor can ſo much Life and Spirit, as ſpines in All 
the DEAN's Þ 


erformances.,. 
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But the We Wie 5 i from hooks! ix feht pet 


tin Peateoble, gentle, and eaſy 10 be pers: . 
Full of Mercy. and good Fruits, Without F Far- 
4 and without H Hypoeriſy. ae 5 th - 


2 


n EN 
. ng Reverend: 
to, what Subject could more rly of- 
| fer i it ſelf, than That Wiſdom wich which 
at one View I ſee ſo many and ſo great Perſons the moſt 
eminently Accompliſh'd?: Not but Wiſtom which is fo 
roughly handledat the 15th Verſe, not that which is Eunchiy, 


not that which i is Senſual, much leſs that which is De- 


Tools d ho Hasen Decker nnd 
rethren, are to be addreſsd | 


— 


2 8 to the CLERGY. 
© Glo 
: viliſh ; but ſuch as Tour Character, and. the Cena Place 
in whichhve are now aſſembled, and eſpecially that Du- 


1 

2 ty that has placed me here to day, require; evn That 
: Vi 9 2 aboug — | 
a 
iſt. What jor. the Avoſtl laid hold on for com- y 
nding t tho be wrote. 4 
ns 2dhy, Ie. bf om 15. | it 
er which I crave WR to; fubjein FE Corollries | 5 
os. of to Each Mark F Wi * r occur in order. fi 
. 5 oem the fe; The 4 voſt file had 88 thoſe L 
f to whom he wrote, (; Werke 36) That: they be not Many th 
Maſters. Glancing at Kab elt (as is moſt pro- 0 

bable) who not content to keep themſelves within the 


Limits of their proper Station, preſum d raſhly to invade 28 
the Teachers 0 40 10 TM Truth 2 Impure ne 
ines, to. ſhake Di > and 01 
E the Wwe a Diſpoſition of thoſe who. di- D: 
vide the Church into Parties) to fall foul upon Them by be 
Calumny and Reproaches, to whom all Refpe& and Gde. an 
dience is due. ; he is Inveighing againſt ſuch as theſe, 
he does thro' the whole Courſe of the Chapter, with a 
ſmart and elegant Sty la ſcourge the Licenciouſneſs of an the 


unruly Tongue. Which uſing to give it ſelf. a perf wh, 
Looſe, as often as out of too great a Confidence in it exo 
ſelf it 3 others, the 13th Yerſe, and thoſe that wie 
follow, thew, how perfectly different rhis Haughty, this tho 
Toul-mouth d, das Wes Wide ly A IN wien and 
of 
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A Sax om GLERS — 
a „Aud. this, I- think; i is ſofficient, t0 let. you — 
what it Was that moy d the Apoſtle; in this Plaz to treat 
both of the true and falſe Wiſdom. It remains nom, 
that we Grefully inquire by what Marks hat is to be 
n with W it * S wo end 125 | 
agaor nd. 5 


\ 
” * 


0 5 In the firſt 3 That Purity of Heart 

and Life is Eſſential to this, e 4, Point which 

it is tobe mucli lamented, there thould, he need of taking 

bro to prove in any Audience 5 but that in This ſuch 
ſhould be needful, were certainly a Crime to 

For this the Grace of Ged:that g orb, Salvo © 

— teacher , That denying; Ungodlineſi and Warlkdly D 1 1 

Luſte, we ſhould. eve feberly, e eee ! and gad in 

this preſent World. This in a more p ular manner is 

Our Buſmeſs, who have devoted an let > our ſelves 

entirely to God and Holy Offices 5 that we look upon it 

as our. Duty, by our Doclrinez to-exhort, by tlie bri ht- 

nefs of our Examples to lead: the Flock committed to 

Our Care : In ſhort, to ſpare n Pains, 0 decline no 

N (even thas of Life it ſelf ); hy which they m ay 

be more powerfully prevail d on te put i the Old 2 4 
and to put on That New one which after God is eee 
in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs: +; 

Corollary. | But What Agreement, I bebe; 1 din | 
there be between-this M iſdum, and that cunning Craftineſs, Epheſ. 4 
whereby Men lie in wait to-eceive, that conſults its own 14. 
exorbitant Gain, by corrupting the Lawgot God, and 
wickedly trafſicking for Heaven it ſelf? Away then with e 
thoſe that prefer long Pilgrimages to True Gofpel-Piery, 
and a Body ſlightly mortified now and then, tothe Luſts 
of the Body effectually ſubdued, and Monaſtertes and 


1 Achly {et off, to * beſtowed for the Ralf 
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of the 7255 Pars Who ſet Indulgences and Mebins toPub- 
lic Sale and make the Credulous believe, That all they 
do amiſs ſhall never hurt them, provided they with due 

reverence embrace the Catholick Decrees (forloarh); of a 

certain Pretended General Corintil, and are contetit with 
a blind Obedience to throw themſelves headlong into 
that Ditch, whither, their Blind Guides themſelves are 

| Jeading them Away alſo with that Great Scandal of 

the Refornid Regie the filthy 'Soli alien and Amt. 
nomiamt, who denying the" Necelliry 'of \GeodWorks, 
think there is nothing they may not db ; and inſtead of 
Faith to be fornid into a New Creature, advance an un- 
active and ſhameleſs Pretence to à Dependance upon 
( Chhriſt— Away too with them likewiſe; if there be any 
uch who call themſelves of Oum Communion, whoſe No- 

1 vel Ductrines are contrary to the Fruth, or 'whoſe'Cor- 
rut Manners caſt a Scandal upon their moſt Holy Con- 
feſſion, or elſe any other way are acceſſary to the Ob- 
ſtruction of 'Vertye; and the Labours of our moſt Holy 
Profeſſion; *that4winiſter! occafion- and confidence, not 
only for committing, but=zvowing Wickednefs, and by 
this means fix al Brand of Infamy on that Body, of 
which Ve are Members. In a word, Whatſoever Com- 
munion they are of, who endeavour to attain Good 
Learning, if in the mean time they live r 
and are ofla worldly and ſenſual Mind; Tho they am 

1 Tor. 13. derſtand- all Myſteries and all Knowledge 8 yet do theſs 

Men order the matter ſo, that the Greatneſs of their 

Learning makes their Folly more conſpicuous, and after 

- 1 Cer. 8.2. fo much pains to no a they Oy Fn, 5 as 
they eee 38 * 


2. After Purity comes its Liſopbable: 8 
Peace. Becauſe it is n that takes we: all occaſion 


9 _—— i... = 


eB 2. GR. 


T 
n 
if 


3 gh — — == — 
N . — ET Hu 


A Seüuon lo the CL. E: RGY. 


n * IT II e + ww e 


| of Strife and Conrention and der no Fewel bn 


that can break out into F. lames. On this account the 
3 of the Ah Chapter, makes 


| hd In _— 
and Fightines to be the Effects "of! rhoſe"Drifts that 


mar in oi I As; And with very, good reaſon, ſince 


it is moſt plain, that both Nature an x Vertue are con- 


tented with 4 bitte; and that little always at hand; but 
that the exorbitant and inſatiable Deſire of Honour; 


' Riches and Pleafure ever grafps at all right or wrong; 


commenting, continuing; reviving, A Vuar⸗ 


rels without interval, without end. 


Hence it is, That the Wifdom from above: was 3 
able to effect that, for which neither the Ci Lows 
before, nor the Wiſeſt Secie of the Philpſonbert, were 
fufficient: Namely, this. has made eftectual' Provifion 
for the Public Safety, by reſtraining thoſe Deſires that 


are lawful, and extirpating thoſe that are not 3 by en- 


joyning Juſtice to Governours, to Subjects Obedience, 


and Brotherly Lobe and Charity to All Mankind; in for-. 
didding any Man to ſeck his on Private Proſit at an- 


ther's lofs ; laſtly (which crowns all the reſt) by keep- 
ing Men in awe with an Account to be given at be 


Great Tribunal hereafter of All that ſhall done con- 


trary to theſe Rules. For the Chriſtian Religion has 2 


more tender regard to no one thing more, than the ſecu⸗ 


ring every Mans Property, and mak ing effectual Provi- 

fion, That each Mars Rights, Poſſeſſions, Benefits and 
Friendſhips, all things that conduce to a Man's Happi- 
neſs, all things that contribute to the Sweetning of Con- 
verſation, and to the Order and Society of Mankind, 
thou'd be inviolably preſerv d. So that every Mars Pre- 


tences to this Wiſdom are miſerably dane . is not of 


En and Peaceable Temper.. 6 
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is to a obſer d in thoſe Vertues; and that the 


55 That 1 add this One Obſervation on this 3 
on account of the Adverb Then, in this place of xt og "2 
far'Signification :: Forthis mo dende is 2 Hint, That Order 


;who 
heartily ſtudy Chriſtian Peace, muſt begin with ( | 
_ For if This be not the Groundwork, no Peace 

| be true, none can be laſting ; but, wanting its 
Foundation, will ſoon tumble down, to 'the great da- 
mage of the Builders. Far be it from us to Tuppoſs 


that there is true Peace among All, between whom there 
is an Agreement. An Agreement between Wicked Men 


is not ſo properly Peace, as a Conſpiracy ; Earthly, Sen- 
ai and Deviliſb, reſemblt mg That Wiſdam, from wh ence | 


it took its Birth. 


But neither are we: ik intire Vat liberty to acid 
Pedecand any rate, tho of it ſel it be moſt deſirable. 
For that which is worth almoſt All the other Conve 
niences of Life, yet if it will coſt the loſs of the Faith 
once delivered ti the Saints, or our Conſcience, or bur 
Church, or the Commonwealth. or that Conſtancy that 
becomes a Chriſtian, ſo far is it then from commendable; 
= an unfeaſonable Deſire of it is criminal and blames 

For indeed; to patch upſucha Truce as this with 
W Wickel Men, is not fey much a Sign of Goodneſs and Meek- 
neſs, as of Lukewarnmneſs,. Cowardice, or Treachery. 


Corollary.” And every Man affects to be thought a 


Lover of Peace. But I would to God, they:who pre- 


tend to be Lovers of Peace, and acknowledge tis their 
Duty to be ſo, and earneſtly deſire to be thought ſo, 
Wand ſeriouſſy conſider hes has been advanc d on this 
Subject. For is it not a moſt aſtoniſhing thing, That 


Men in the Name of Chrif# ſhould bag Holy Wars; 


that Fellow-Diſciples, Brethren, and Members of the 
{ame Body, ſhould fall foul on each other, ſhould plun- 


der, 


* 
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| * | baniſh; and Kill: ond another, ſhould. d. 
and bring all things into confuſion, and: commit Ci 
JnonfirocWinkedneſe; as is both a Grief and Shame to 
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relate? But care muſt be taken, that ſuch Wretehes as - - - 


| theſe may know: we are not ignorant what ſort of Men 
they are 5 and Men muſt be diligently eaution d, That 
they be not impos d upon by thoſe, who are us d to c- 
ver the worſt with the beſt Pretences. For that 
Wiſdom which is from above wants not ſuch Defenders; 
it takes no pleaſare in being ſupported by Treachery, 
and Leagues diſhonourably, — — by Rapine and Sa- 
4 by Perjury and Rebellion, by Fire eps Sword. 
They ſerve not under the Prince 0 of Peace; who ſacrifice 
the Blood of Thens, who are guilty of no Fault; unleſs 
it be thoug * a Fault to be baniſh'd from their Native 
Country allantly to ſuffer the greateſt Hardſhips 
for the * — God and their Duty. Whether there 
fore they pretend the Catholic Religion, or a more perfect 
Reformation, and beat it into our rs a thouſand times, 
yet ſtill tis all but Frifle and Impoſture. For neither 
muſt they be allowed to be truly wiſe, whoſe abſurd 
Zeal has made them averſe to Peace ; neither is it fit 
that others ſnould be ſo umwary, as to "ſuffer their Eyes 
to be pull'd out, and ceaſe to be wiſe at the e mae. 
hey awkwardly labour to be an. iat part! 


Bur 2dly- 4 To. the. procuring and eng 7 
Peake he Apoſtle: moſt firly enjoin'd, that Wildom = 
341 (mans) i. e. Gentle or Moderate ; than which 

3 — ed Vertue there is none which is every 
where more frequently to be found in Mens Talk, or 

more ſeldom in their Temper and Behaviour. Since 

therefore ſo very: few: ſœm to have underſtood it, and 

derer to have e crud it, L think it well worth, g 
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«hits to explain, a clearly as Iman, hat it uh 18. 

You, My Learned Brethren, are not inſenſible, That 
the Vertuẽ I am ſpeaking of (viz. Gentleneſs) is term d 
dy the Philoſopher, ſuch a Departing from à Man's Right, 


ns ſoftens and corrects the Rigour of the Written Law: 
Namely, ſuch as neither requires the Utmoſt that is 


due, nor makes Allowances to our Brethren, if by chance 
they have been guilty of Fau lts, to which Human Na- 
ture is obnoxious. | 

For fince Human Laws do alle: mach every Man, 
like an Kon Rule that neither can nor ought to be bay: 


and yet ſuch is the Condition of Human Affairs, that 


ſome Circumſtances daily arife, which can receive no 
relief from thence, and this without any Reproach to 
the Law, or the Law-makers; 5 there is great need of 
Equity or Moderation, to take off the Hardſhips of the 
Law, to ſupply what i is defective in it, being expreſs 
only i in General Terms ; and laſtly, t give a Remedy 


in Caſes not provided for, for the foreſeeing of which; 


much more preventing them, Human Wiſdom is mani- 
feſtly inſufficient. Were it not for this ne Society; n 


Peace, either public or private, could hold long. If 


any Man therefore, without regard to this, ſhou d ſet 


himſelf to put the moſt rigorous Conſtruction upon eve- 


ry thing ſaid or done; He certainly would, by his il 
natur d and malicious Severity, but ill conſult either the 


Nature of Things, the Intention of Laws, and the Pub- 


ic Good ; and eſpecially the Chriſtian Religion, whole 
Deſign being to put us in mind, That we are All Sinners 


before God, would from the Remembrance of Our Own, 
learn Compaſſion to the e and Infirmities of 


Others. 16 Wn 3243 fil I. DH 
But that Are * certain Limits and Meaſures to be 


ebſery d in the Exerciſe of this 1 moſt amiable and helf: 
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natur d Virtue, For neither are we ſo to order it, That 
whilſt we unwarily ſhun that Wrong that is found in 


the Extremity f Lam, we run into a contrary Wrong al- 


together as Great; and ſuch as will moſt certainly follow 
from too caly and ſupine a Relaxation of the Law, For 
indeed the Buſineſs of Gentleneſs is, upon proper Occa- 


ſions to mitigate, accommodate, to ſupply and perfect 


the Law ; not to prejudice, not to weaken, not wholly 


to aboliſh it. From whence it is, that the Philoſopher 


appoſitely obſerves, That this ig not , | thing different 
from Fuſtice, but is Fuſtice it ſelf ; an only Fuſtice, 
but ſomewhat better than Fuſtice; and that the ſame Sen- 
rence ſhe gives, the Maker of the Law would himſelf baue 
given, were be preſent, or could have foreſeen the Caſe, 
There is, no doubt, great difference in giving Jud 
ment, whether you ſomewhat mollify the Words of oh 


Law, but ſtill preſerve the Force and true meaning of 


it; or whether you ſo wreſt em as utterly to deſtroy, 


and to have no regard to the Deſign of it. It is of great 


conſequence too in our Actions, whether a Man unwits 
tingly or unwillingly omits to follow the Written Laws, 
or 13 Deceit eludes them, or acts in contempt 
of them. So true is that Obſervation, When Two Men 
do the ſame thing, the Fact is not the ſame. Theſe things 
therefore ought to be well conſidered, leſt that Clemens 


cy, which ought to be the Main Help to Right and Law, 


prove at length the greateft Prejudice to both. For that 
fort of Moderation (to ſpeak now in the Vulgar Strain) 
is not virtuous, is not commendable; tis only a Shadow 
and falfe Face of Virtue; 2 Word turn d to this Senſe 
for deceiving Men to their great hurt, and fo much the 
more dangerous, as it is the more plauſible, * | 


This indeed there is, with reference to the Matter we 


are treating of, much to be lamented, That almoſt All 
— We: Men, 


— 


ns 


44 
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theſe. Occaſions. | 


their own, as to think it hard; That the very 


2 ap 


a8, if we 221 eg That Nature has * 
fram'd us All with the fame Paſſions, Deſires, and Weak- 


neſſes.; how Civil Society and the Chriſtian Religion has 


join'd us cloſely together in one Body; how much the 
Safety and Quiet of he whole is to bh preferr d to the 
private Convenience of any ſingle Member; 040 „ how 
greatly it contributes to the Common Safety of AY, both 
that every Man ſhould aſſiſt and mutually e each 
other: He that ſhall carefully conſider what I ſay, will 
be of opinion, That there is hardly any thing too much 
to be given, any thing too much to be done, any mg ; 


too much to be born, any thing too much to be paſs 


by, for the ſake of Charity and the Publick Good. For 


indeed a Man can never go too far in theſe Condeſcen- 
- fions, that takes care of two things. 1ſt, That what- 
eyer he departs from, be nes in Which he has the 
ſole Right. And then, That in all his Conceſſions, the 


See of Right, and the Laws, be ke t inviolate. 
To ſay all in a word, That the Glory of God, „the Order 
aud Safety of the Church, and the Peace and Happineſs 
of the Public, do always receive ſome Advantage ypon 
" Corollary... If this: Moderation then x we have, gee ©" 
ſeribing, 13 true and genuine; Confider, I beſeech ou, 


how falſe a Judgment they have form'd of our Affairs, 


who have complain'd of our moſt Mild and Affectionate 
Mother, the CHURCH of ENGLAND, as if ſhe were 
Harſh and Cruel,.: Who are fo far from Receds from, 

— he 
ſelf, and your Authority have not long ſince been Receded 
from. Conſider with what Face thoſe. Men can az 
Th andi 


r 


— 


ö 
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and would be thous ght the Only Moderate Men, who un- * 
leſs they have Al, ke loud [pine why and e cry That 
they have nothing. There is no body that is ignorant, 
or can deny, that you, Reverend Fathers and your Cler- 
G. ſhould, with 5 — utmoſt Thoug zht and Diligence, 


make it your Care, The the P rinutive Faith, that the 


moſt, wholſome Government of the Church, that thoſe 
Sacred Oaths by which we have A oblig d our ſelves, be 


not brought into Contempt; That the Impoſtures of 


HERETICKS and SCISMATICKS. be countermin'd ; z that 
the Eyes of the Miſerably deluded Vulgar be open dz that 


Lu ag laſth, chat the Rights. and 


Privileges, * 1 uh, be deliyer d down. intirely to: 
Poſterity. 
But now, 1. any of 0 out of a due Care for bim- 
ſelf and Poſterity, as he thinks, ever be loth to commit 
the Adminiſtration to ſuch. Hands, of whoſe-Friend- 
hip to our Conſtitution We baye had long ſince a Sus 
FICIENT! PROOF,/ the Clamour and Reproaches ſuch 
Men are loaded with, are more manifeſt than can be 
needful, and more ſcandalous than can be agreeable to- 
relate. I take no notice, how ſame Perſons of excellent 
Learning, of unblamable Piety, of unſhaken Courage © 
and Eidelity, have been at all Adventures accus d either 
of POPERY or:FANATIGISM,: tho twere to be wiſh'd;- 
that they who. are ſo buſy in fixing odious Names, had as 
great à diſlike, to both of them themſelves. I mention 
not forms, 197 which Fcould wiſh were blotted out 
by any who late Repentance; 1,{peak. of thoſe that are 
of a ff ach 0 date, and fuch, as we meet with every day, 
viz. A Church guarded with the Defence of Laws, Your -. 
Epiſcopal 4 ſelves, and Orr Sacred Order: 
and Office, and alſo the very Faith in Chriſt, and Chriſt 
himſelf Go p-Max abuſed moſt. {candaloully; by their 
moſt. foul Language. An as is * particular: Ac- 


ceſſion | 


* 
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ceſſion of Outragiouſneſs 3 in theſe Monſters of Wicked- 


neſs and Injuſtice, that tho they offer this, they are ſo 
void of Shame, that whilft they are defigning Diſgrace 
and Miſchief, they take it very ill, not to be reckon d 


both of Vs, and particularly well difpor 4 to Us. 


- But it is no Pleaſure to me, either to mention theſe 
things, or to make a like return to thoſe who with us 
worſt. Far be it from Us fo 16 bave leam#d Cbriſt! 


But neither did I think it became Me by tes tame a 


Silence not to take notice of the Falſhood and Treachery 


of ſome, who make a greater Norſe than their Neigh- 


bours with a Cornterfeit MODERATION. For among 
theſe you will eaſily find ſome that ſet up for Directors 
of the People, abſurd enough to inculcate Charity with 


fond Language and Reproaches ; to lay the whole Blame 


of the never enough to be lamented Diſcords among our 


felves upon thoſe who have the trueſt Regard to the 
Church; and ſcatter their Complaints and un juſt Suſpi- 
cions upon thoſe very Men who are moſt eminently Hearty 
and Zealous Abbercors of our Laws, Monarchy andLiber- 


ties. With wick Deceit, the Vulgar (and twere well 


if none but rhey) are ſo far caught, that there is fearce 


any thing which tan be attempted on the behalf of Or- 


der, Lobo or Truth, which there are not tb many, 
who repreſent as Violent and' Hazardous; nothirigon 25 ; 
other hand that can weaken them, ſo vain, ſo abfürd, re- 


ee 


proachful or impious, but are ready to eftecm and com- 


mend it as Moderate, and Safe, and very Peaceable. 


Let theſe had Patrons of a bad Cauſe, who delight in 


ſuch a ſort f Moderation, enjoy this Creature of their - 
own Brain. Mean while, ſince they fo loudly call for 


Moderation from others, tis fit they be put in mind to 


give us firſt ſome Inſtances of it themſelves. But ſince 
no diſcerniug Men can be ignorant, how yam, how 
treacherous thoſe Pretenices are; Let us, Men, Brethe- 


ren 


ren . re every — more affeclionatel y ang 


and reverence that Church, which, 'whatever' Mercenary 


Slanderers may clamour to the contrary, oppreſſes no one 


differing from Her in Opinion; a Cheb that would be 


glad to keep and cheriſn in ber Boſom'rhofs who too 


plainly diſent from her in Will and Affection, even 


when ſhe hau it in hñer Power to deftioy them, 75 ſay: 
v0 more-— of All the Churches I know, She alone at the 
fame time, both practices and enoyns that true Temper 
of Mind, which Nature ſuggeſts, Which right Reaſon 
dictates, and Chrift and his Apo/tles taught. For neither 
does She offer any Violence to Mens'Conſciences her ſelf, 


or account thoſe her gu Sons, who churliſhly refuſe to 


pity the Miſtaken and Ignorant, or to indulge em, as far 


as her Own and the Publick Safety will give leave. 


Lou have heard how Pure, how" Peaceable, how 


Gentle Wiſdom is your might. juſtly: Wonder if it did 
not ſhew eit ſelf. 1 ro be invented.” For whether youSudibilis.. 
call: it Perſiradible, as ſome have it, or Complying, às O Obſequens. 
thers ; the Meaning of the Original Word Lrlabe fand the 


Nature of Wiſdom is in either Senſe ſufficiently declared. 
As to the Word Laibe th perſuade ;, without Que-- 


Rion it is One of the Pre operties of A Ne Man to enter. 
tain no Opinion, nor groutled en Real, to hear with. 


Patience the Arguments on both fides} not to he 'too- 
haſty im giving Judgment, and when it is given to ſtand 
by it ʒ not ſoon, or upon a light account, to be carry- 
ed backward and forward (a great Ptoof of Levity 
and Weakneſs) not to ſtand out againſt Arguments of 


1 Weight, (that ſhews Raſhneſs? and bſtinacy.) 


nce it comes to paſs, that the Wiſe Man We are talk- 


ing of will not think it below his Character, in obſcure 
Matters, exceeding his Comprehenfic on, to pay ſome: De- 


ference to the Conſent of Wiſe an Good Men, mich : 


Tore to the Authority of the Chur h, and entirely to 


fu mit 
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fubmit to thoſe, Truths which are plainly revealed in 


Holy Scripture. And in other things, as to Opinions 
whether Vulgar or Private, be they never ſo old; yet 
when Time has detected them to be either falſe or un- 
certain, he will make no Seruple: to root them up; and 
plant new ones in their ffead, Nor is a modeſt Diſtruſt 
in ones ſelf, a departing from the Dignity of àa Mang 
whom. tis natural to Err; neither is it unbecoming a 
hriſtian, who is oblig d to acknowledge and diſcard his 
Errors, to change his Sentiments for the better, ſo 
often as the Evidence of Truth, and His Duty require it. 
Thoſe Interpreters come nearer to the Meanin g of the 
Word || Tl&v]! 0 obe, who think fit to tranſlate it 
Complying. Deſigning by it a Virtue Tractable, Affable 
and Eaſie; far from Pride and Peeviſbneſs, which in al! 
Company ſhews a Sweetneſs and Complaiſance, and 
takes off from Men all brutal Roughneſs, that gives way 


do its Betters, willingly hears its Equals, that in & word, 
complies with the Humour of the Innocent Cuſtoms of 


= 


the World. For there is no part of Virtue or good 
Manners, that becomes an Ingenuous and well-bred' 
Man, that may endear him to his Friends, and render 
him Acceptable to All, but that That Wiſdom that de. 


ſcende from Above, approves, commends and requires in 


the 


11 ; C — þ * 1 * | 
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Cvrollary. From what has been ſaid, it plainh hoo 


pears, That they have no Title to the Chracter of V. 758 
dam, y ho are not fatisfied with thoſe Arguments;which- 


Nature of the thing treated of will bear. Whoſe im 


Nemonſtrationo, and for want of them, diſdains the A. 


fteries of our Faith 5 as alſo. They whoſe Heady and In- 


ſtent Alway with themſelves, thinks it a Shame and Diſ- 
grace to yield to Truths [rely diſcovered to em: or 


U 5 | laſt] « 
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7 They whoſe : Unſteadineſs, withour F — 
bod alters its Opinions, and proud of being liſted un- 
der no Dire clor, thinks it a Matter of Commendation to 
keep themſelves in ſuſpenc with regard to clear and Re- 
ligious Truths undecided. But far be it from us to ſu-„ 
poſe This to be That Valuable and Perſuadible Wiſdom, 
that deſcends from above. Obſtinacy that will yield to no- 
thing, is indeed contrary to it; nor is that prophane and 
rambling Inconſtancy of Mind, e <onfemts to La 
thing, leſs contrary to n ee II H. 
Jo proceed. When you have UAE: That this Wi 2 
dom is eafie to be entreated, I hope you will not ſuppoſe 
1 mean ſuch a Criminal Comp liance as prompts the 
Mean-ſpirited to follow a Maltas zo'do Evil; or, for Exod- 
fear of giving Offence, declines the Invidious part of 23: 2. 
ſhewing their Diſlike to Filthineſs and Ribaldry. Nor 
does Shs allow of thoſe Arts of Flattery, by which ſneak- 
ing Spirits ſtudy to procure, increaſe, and keep the Fa- 
vour of Great Men. No, no, this is not the Compliance 
meant im this place, that turns with-every Wind, or ſo 
mean as to be eee rs by Threats, or to be tempted 
by Promiſes and Rewards; but it is a Compliance, Manly, 
Great-ſpirited; Undaunted, and true to ĩts Point; readi- 
ly yielding whatever i is lawful and expedient, but ſtill 
judging nothing lawful and N e bat what's is virtu- 
ous and commendable 1 ö 
Wiſdom furniſh'd with theſe Arkin os hits 
prepare to exert it ſelf in Acting, being ful of Mercy and 
good Fruits. For how can it be, That a Tree ſo ſpread- 
Ing aid flouriſhing ſhould either be ſuſpe&ed of Barren- 
neſs, or producing Laber only From hence it is reaſo- S7. ach. 
mible for us to expect and promiſe our ſelves its Genuine 
Fruits; viz. All thoſe goed Offices thoſe who labour to 
be. moſt Benefieent are us d: to do for the Gad of Mn. 
and,, either in General. or Particular More e 4 
n 1e, 


„ 


7 See 168 CLERGY, 
_ by which'the Fallen ant raiſed, the Wanderer is put 
into the right way, the Afflicbed is comforted, the Poor 
and Needy is relieved, and the Cares and Troubles: of 
thoſe ho are in perplexity of Mind, are eas d. 

t. Luke Corollary. Since thoſe Who. are wiſe: in this Gap! 
{ON don, do — uſually think themſelves born for them- 
= ſelves: alone, but the Children of Light, taught by Al- 
= mighty Gua Himſelf, acknowledge no 173/dom that j is un- 
1 | ers unprofitable, or void of Pit and Compatſion : 
| 6. Hence it eaſily appears, That rue Wiſdom is AJ - 
200. The full Extent of which word is not eaſie rea- 
dily to be determined. It 5 05 be convenient upon this 
Occaſion to give you the Senſe of the Ex oe, but the 
Time allotted 4 this Duty being almoſt ſpent; puts me 

0 ride mined of omnting others, 4nd: to. give my Own ex- 
plain d as briefly y be. 

l the great difference of Opinions, I Cs ynot) 
am moſt Ry with that in which Men of the Oh Fi 
gure dre agreed, who think it may. moſt conveniently 

be rendred (non dijudicuns, five nem diſtinguen D making no 
Diſtinclion. Not that we can ſuppoſe chey den d be ſo ſenſe- 

leſs, as to adviſe us to make no Diſtinction between Men 
EMINENTLY Goon and ExXCEEDLINGLY BAD, either 

in conferring. Benefits, in contracting Friendſhips, in 
een the Opinions we entertain of hand. 5 

. orlaftly, in our Intimacies and Converſations: But what 

a ſort of Diſtinctium that is, which in this Place the Apoſtle 

ꝑives Sentence againſt and rejects, will plainly appear from 

that Which follows. He reproves Reſpett of Perſons (ſays 
Bea) and other Thoughts that may miſlead the Mind. 
And Grotius not unlike him Ad., That makes: 
no difference between Men according to the Fleſh. Such is 
that mention d in the 2d Chapter, concerning two Bre- 
thren coming into the Public Aſſembly, One in Goodly 
_ calfd out from the. reſt to a ; Good Place 5 1 
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none. Pix thoſ 1/2 ile, ad Good, and Pious that are F * 


the ſame Judgment . 15 op. 9 ſee roving 0 
er from us, nothing 


good ox pardonahie im 


blameable in e or: thoſe that:Agred with Urs? 


= prefer the Love of Parties to eur Country, to o — ode” 


Church, to All things? Let Them ö — * 


Reproaches belong. Which ſince it — act. 


Py ſides, and heavy Complaints are alſo made upon 


caſion, ĩt were much te be wil d har l, Sides were 
not faulty in this reſpect. But Men would certainly > 
nore * in ſuch daha as this, were it not tha 10 
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the-Jaft-Markof this . Heaven e is} too ee 
wanting in thoſe that are gulty of t hy . 
«8, Withbut Hypocriſy. No Man of any Sagacity can 
either be ignorant or forget (if he reflects on our Lord's. 
Reproots: to the Phariſees) How tightly difpleaſing i it muſt 
ben to make à Mock of TharG#d, who fees AY things, and 
val. 51. 6. how unſuitable it is to 2 Religion that requires Nach in 
tßbe Inmard Part. And indeed Hypocriſy is a Crime pro- 
per to a Weak, a Little, a Treacherous ànd Guilty Mind. 
Nor is there any thing that contributes more to the 
Character of a Man or à Chriſtian, than that he ſhew | 
himſelf Plam and Sincere, in A things conſiſtent and 
true to himſelf, that he be guilty of no Act of Cunning 
or Diſſimulation; but that he dare to appear the Man he 
is ; and that He really be what he ſhou d be, and would 
appear, and had much rather be fo, than appear fo... © 
Curoilamy. Let them then ſee ua Are there „ 
t this Wiſdom and them, who Are skilfd on All 1 
; Occaſions to Act the Part of Proteus: Who as often as : 
they find it for their Intereſt either to Act or Speak con- | 14 
2 trary to their Confciences, excuſe themſelves by ing, 0 
| They muſt give way to Neceſſity, and ſothink their Duty's © 


diſchargd. Let An eee it, who turn a deaf Earto © F, 

the Obligations of Conſcience, the Equity of Laws, the "A 

Peace of —— Church, the Decency of our Rites, and We 3 5 

Unity of Divine Worſhip z but if there be a Profpet of Ks 

gaining by it, theſe ſbrewd Men make no Scruple of put- - 

ting on a new Face, and conſent to take u pon themfelves P ö * 

4 the ſtricteſt and — Sacred Mark of Cen Which ks 
; yet they intend forthwith to break again. Let rhe look _ - 5 
do it, Who excuſe their harden d Incredulity under the _ al 

Prerogative of Human Reafen ; let thoſe too, who cover fo 

their-gavghty Ambition under the Cloak of Zeal for the the 

Church e Let thoſe look to it, ho make the Prefe erving 5 

of their * and Libertiesa Pretetzce for Diſobedience, © the 


ws 4. - 


94? and 


* 


1 


2 SERMON. fo. x7 LER REV 2 Eg. 


= an Averſion to Authority, and a Station above 9 
1 a Na 1212 look to it, who make the Liberty of 

A in their own Way and Judgment, a 

r bling Schiſons as the People, wy” 
Fees thi Gin inſatiable Covetouſneſs; and thoſe . 
again, who cloak their covert Deſigns of Miſchief with 
talking of Peace and Moderation,” 9 they mean no- 
thing leſs. Let chem laſtly lock to it, who ſtudy to ſerre 
their Private Intereſt, or Luſts, or Pre judices, or Perſo- 

nal Friendſhips or Enmities. Let them, I fay, look to 

it, and let me Tak the ſame time conjure them to remem- 

ber, that the faireſt Ourfide cannot conceal the 4 HO 

nity within from Gad, who is a Searcher of Hearts ; that 

the ” Maſque of Honeſt) and Piety which 


1 


1 they now put 
on, ſhall one day be pull'd off to their utmoſt confulion ; - * 
and that they who take it up with this deſign, that they | 
under the Vizaird may be more effectually able to 8 
harm, are the Children of Him more particularly, . 0 
tra - bimfelf into n with. 4 
ſign thereby to deſtroy Mankind. 

And thus I have ar length gone thro' the Buſindls 3 
undertook," in which the Difficulty lay, in ſaying no re. wy 
Forthe Marks of #3 ſclom have not been rhroughly handled, .... / 
but rather ſſightly touch d. But I muſt relle your Pa- 
tience, on 45 it I fear I have too much treſpaſs d, and 
at laſt put an End to this Diſcourſe——Give me leave to 
prevail on you in this one Point, That you would fer® + 
oully conſider, how eminently That Wiſdom ſhould ſhine 
forth in the CL EKON above other People, with which 
ern the Chriſtian Laity are expected to be furniſh'd and 
adorn'd, For whatever is done by ot Example, will 
ſeem to be done with à ſort of Privilege. Foraſmuch as 
the Welfare of our Flocks, the Dignity of our Office, 
and the Authority of this SACRED SYNoD, the Eaſe, 
the Honour, and the firm Security of the Church, the 
& ate 5 
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